54	MEMOIES   OF  RACHEL.
A It was during this period of double duty that Raphael and
Rebecca Felix: were brought out, the insatiate father exacting,
without the shadow of a pretense, that at the very debut of
these children, who had never set foot on the stage, a benefit
should be granted to them. This unprecedented demand was
conceded, much to the displeasure of other members of the
company, who saw these young Jews thus unjustly enjoying
privileges that time and merit alone obtained for others. In
order to draw a crowded house on the benefit night, a tragedy
was announced, after which, to increase the attraction, Rachel
was to appear in the part of Donne in " Tartuffe." The pub-
He, curious to see the great tragic actress in two such opposite
characters, completely filled the house. The rumor that she
excelled ijj the role of a soubvette had been industriously circu-
lated; 'the disappointment was in proportion to the expecta-
tions that had been raised. Rachel was too much a favorite
in her own line to meet with very open marks of disapproba-
tion in attempting another; but that the attempt was not a
complete failure was solely due to the courteous indulgence
of the audience. The language of the saucy, pert little Do-
rine, uttered in the deep, sepulchral tones of a Camille calling
down the wrath of heaven on the capital of the world, the
tragic strid^uid gesture, constituted a combination of the
sublime and the grotesque that sorely tried the patience of the
spectators.
Pour years later, on the first of July, in another extra per-
formance on the occasion of another benefit of Raphael and
Rebecca, the play being "Phedre," followed by a little piece
in one act by Marivaux, the play-bills announced that the
evening would close with " Le De'pit Amoureux," in which
Rachel would take the part of Marinette. Once again the im-
patience of the public was extreme to see how this genius
which had reached its apogfe would stand the test in so varied
a range. This time the failure was complete and the dissat-
isfaction undissembled. When she entered in soubrette cos-
^ome the applause was perfectly frantic, but she no sooner
spoke than it was apparent how much she was out of place in
the p^J^ and an icy silence testified the chagrin of the audience.
On "%hese4wo occasiosB only did Rachel ever act the sou-

